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AM END MENJ g to THE CLAIMS 



This listing of claims will replace, all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: ~ 
What is claimed is: 

1 (Withdrawn) A lost circulation material or composition comprising a blend ofacarbon- 

based material and a water-swellable but not water-soluble crystalline synthetic polymer. 
2. (Withdrawn) The composition of claim 1 wherein said carbon-based material comprise 

graphite carbon particles and ungraphitized carbon particles. 
3 (Withdrawn) The composition of claim 2 wherein said graphite carbon particles are 

resilient and said carbon-based material comprises more graphite carbon particles than 

ungraphitized carbon particles. 
4. (Withdrawn) The composition of claim 1 wherein said polymer comprises 

polyacrylamide. *— 
5 (Withdrawn) The composition of claim 4 wherein said polyacrylamide is crosslinked. 

6. (Withdrawn) The composition of claim 1 wherein the carbon-based material comprises 
about 70 to about 90 pounds per barrel of the blend. 

7. (Withdrawn) The composition of claim 1 wherein the polymer comprises about 2 to 
about 1 0 pounds per barrel of the blend. 

8 (Withdrawn) The composition of claim 1 further comprising glyoxal. 

9 (Withdrawn) A drilling fluid comprising a lost circulation additive wherein said lost 
circulation additive comprises a blend of a carbon-based material and a water-swellable 
but not water-soluble crystalline synthetic polymer. 

10. (Withdrawn) The drilling fluid of claim 9 wherein said carbon-based material comprises 
resilient graphite carbon particles and ungraphitized carbon particles. 

1 1 (Withdrawn) The drilling fluid claim 9 wherein said polymer comprises polyacrylamide. 

,2. (Withdrawn) The drilling fluid of claim 1 wherein the carbon-based material comprises 
ahout 70 to about 90 pounds per barrel of the blend. 

13. (Withdrawn) The drilling fluid of claim 1 wherein the polymer comprises about 2 to 
about 10 pounds per barrel of the blend. 
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. 14. (^ST?ntly amended) A metho<Lfor preventingior alleviatingJost circulation of drilling 

.... J . fluiiin a weliboreipenetrating .a„subteiranean"jronnation at. intermediate depths . less than - 
about 1 5,000 feet r said method comprising treating said wellbore with a lost circulation 
material or composition comprising a synergistic blend of .a resilient carbon-based 
material and a water-swellable but not water-soluble crystalline synthetic polymer 
capable of preventing or alleviating lost circulation without addition of reinforcing 
materials ; said blend comprising the carbon-based material and the synthetic polymer in a 
ratio rantrinp from about 70 ppb to about 90 ppb carbon-based material to about 2 ppb to 
about 10 PPb synthetic polvmer. and al cohol to facilitate the combination of the carbon- 
based material and the synthetic polymer. 
15. (Currently amended) A method for preventing or alleviating loss of drilling fluid in a 
wellbore penetrating a subterranean formation having temperatures of about 200°F or 
less* said method comprising: 

adding to said drilling fluid an additive comprising^ a — 

about 70 ppb to about 90 ppb resilient carbon-based material and a about 2 ppb to 
about 10 ppb water swellable but not water-soluble crystalline synthetic polymer, 
wherein t he resilient carbon-based material comprises resilient 
graphitic carbo n partioles and ungraphitized carbon particles and the 
quantity of the resilient graphitic carb on particles exceeds the quantity of 
ungraphittsed carbon particles. 

wherein the resilient c arbon-based material has a particle size 
about 9S% greater than 200 mesh and about 100% less than 40 mesh, and 

wherein the synthetic nolvmer c omprises a dehydrated crystallized 
form of cross-linked polva crylamide that will readily hvdrolv2e following 
exposure to water, and 
facilitating the co mbination of the resilient carbon-based material and the 
synthetic polvmer in the additive with an alcohol: 
circulating said drilling fluid in said wellbore; and 
allowing said additive to enter a lost circulation zone of said formation. 

16. (Canceled) 

17. (Canceled) 

3 

Kcsporue to Office Actum Mailed April 71 1 */V>5 

PAGE 8/17" RCVD AT 1 0125/2005 2:37:12 PM [Eastern Daylight Tone] " SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/33 • DNIS:2738300 * CSID :713 658 9410 1 DURATION (irmw$):05-36 



*tST AVAILABLE COPY 

Oot 25 05 12t52p Karen B- Tripp, Attorney 713-658-3410 



Application Serial No. HV053,lte 

— Art Unit 3673 (Attorney Dku HALB:03l) 

18. ^Currently amended) A method for tixat^. lost circulation of fluids iira wellbor^ 
^geiietrating a suht^eanfom ^ wet iw ^ j~ ^ ^ 

i&OQQ feet W d having a subterranean temperate n f about 20r)°r nr the method 
comprising: 

introducing into said wellbore a composition eemprising consisting M^mi-iiy o f : 
a resilient carbon-based material having graphite particles and ungraphitized particles, 
and-a water-swellabte but not water-soluble crystalline • aa^iaIffi^tyacryIaIIlide , 
P 01 ^' ^ alcohol tp facilitate the combination of the rrAW ^ r bon-h asR H 
and the polymer in said composition, and at, o ptional weighti ng jm^^ and 
allowing said composition to enter a lost circulation zone of said formation. 

19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently amended) The method of claim 18 wherein said composition furthu 
com priooa o th alcohol is trtvoxal . 

21. ^Canceled) 

22. (Previously presented) The method of claim 18 wherein said carbon based material 
comprises about 70 to about 90 pounds per barrel of the composition and said polymer 
comprises about 2 to about 10 pounds per barrel of the composition. 

23. (Original) The method of claim 1 8 wherein said wellbore is horizontal or directional. 

24. (Canceled) 

25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein said additive does not comprise 
bentonite or ethef reinforcing materials. 

27 ■ ^ ew) The method of claim 1 5 wherein sairl wellbore said gublcganean 

formation at an intermediate denth less than about 15.000 feet 
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